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PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 
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In the Office Action mailed February 24, 2003, the Examiner has required an election of 
species which the Examiner lists as species I, Figure 1; species II, Figure 2; species HI, Figure 3; 
species IV, Figures 4-5; species V, Figure 6; and species VI, Figure 7. In response to this election 
of species requirement the applicant elects species I represented by Figure 1 . The claims readable 
on this species are claims 1-5. 

The applicant traverses the requirement for election as represented by the Examiner because 
Figures 2 and 3 are not separate species from Figure 1. Figure 2 is a subcombination of Figure 1 and 
Figure 3 is another species of the subcombination shown in Figure 2. Figures 4 and 5 are not a 
separate species from Figure 1 . Figure 4 illustrates a preparing step performed by the shaft sealing 
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apparatus shown in Figure 1, and Figure 5 illustrates installing steps performed by the shaft sealing 
apparatus shown in Figure 1 . Figures 6 and 7 are separate species from the species shown in Figure 
1. 

In the Office Action the Examiner has indicated that no claims are generic. However, claims 
1, 2 and 5 are considered generic to all of the disclosed species. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 



7 Richard L. Aitken 

Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 18,791 
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P.O. Box 34385 
Washington, D.C. 20043-9998 
Telephone: (202) 962-4800 
Telefax: (202) 962-8300 
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